
 

AUDIT & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE HELD: Tuesday, 30 January 2018 
 Start: 6.30 p.m. 
 Finish: 7.05 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor: P Cotterill (Chairman)  

R Pendleton (Vice-Chairman) 
 

   
 
Councillors: T Blane I Davis 
 J Gordon N Hennessy 
 J Mee C Wynn 
 
Officers: Borough Treasurer (Mr M Taylor) 

Borough Solicitor (Mr T Broderick) 
Audit Manager (Mr M Coysh) 
Member Services/Civic Support Officer (Mrs J A Ryan) 
 

In attendance: Andrew Smith – (Grant Thornton)                   
 
24   APOLOGIES  

 
 There were no apologies for absence received. 

 
The Chairman welcomed Andrew Smith from Grant Thornton's (External Auditors) to 
his first Audit and Governance Committee.  
 

25   MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE  
 

 There were no changes to the membership of the Committee.  
 

26   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

 There were no declarations of interest.  
 

27   PUBLIC SPEAKING  
 

 There were no items under this heading.  
 

28   MINUTES  
 

 RESOLVED:    That the minutes of the meeting held on the 5 September 2017 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

 
29   GRANT THORNTON ANNUAL AUDIT LETTER  

 
 Consideration was given to the report of the Borough Treasurer as circulated and 

contained on pages 265 to 279 of the Book of Reports including as an Appendix 
Grant Thornton's (External Auditors) Annual Audit Letter for the year ended 31 
March 2017. 
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The Chairman invited Andrew Smith (Grant Thornton) to introduce the Annual Audit 
Letter. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Grant Thornton Annual Audit Letter for the year ended 31 

March 2017 be noted. 
 
 

30   GRANT THORNTON - CERTIFICATION LETTER  
 

 Consideration was given to the report of the Borough Treasurer as circulated and 
contained on pages 281 to 286 of the Book of Reports that introduced the 
Certification Letter for the year ended 31 March 2017, produced by Grant Thornton 
(External Auditors) and attached as an Appendix. 
 
The Chairman invited Andrew Smith (Grant Thornton) to present the Certification 
Letter to the Committee. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Grant Thornton Certification Letter be noted. 
 
 

31   GRANT THORNTON - PROGRESS REPORT  AND SECTOR UPDATE  
 

 Consideration was given to the report of the Borough Treasurer, contained on pages 
287 to 303 of the Book of Reports, which detailed Grant Thornton's (External 
Auditors) Progress Report and Sector Update, which was attached as an Appendix. 
 
RESOLVED:    That the Grant Thornton Progress Report and Sector Update be 

noted. 
 
 

32   GRANT THORNTON EXTERNAL AUDIT PLAN  
 

 Consideration was given to the report of the Borough Treasurer, contained on pages 
305 to 321 of the Book of Reports that introduced the External Audit Plan for the 
year ending 31 March 2017, produced by Grant Thornton (External Auditors) and 
which was attached as an Appendix. 
 
The Chairman invited Andrew Smith (Grant Thornton) to present the External Audit 
Plan to the Committee. 
 
RESOLVED:   The Grant Thornton External Audit Plan be noted. 
 
 

33   INTERNAL AUDIT ACTIVITY - QUARTERLY UPDATE  
 

 Consideration was given to the report of the Borough Treasurer as circulated and 
contained on pages 323 to 328 of the Book of Reports which advised of progress 
against the 2017/18 Internal Audit Plan. 
 
The Audit Manager reported that 66% of the items on the plan were in progress 
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compared to 62% for the same period in the previous year.  
 
A  Member asked whether there had been any significant impact to the Council on 
the introduction of Universal Credit and it was confirmed that there had neen no 
significant impact to the Council at this time.  
 
RESOLVED:   That progress in the year to date be noted. 
 
 

34   RIPA ACT QUARTERLY MONITORING OF USE OF POWERS  
 

 In relation to the quarterly monitoring of activity under the Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers 2000 (RIPA) the Borough Solicitor reported that there was no relevant 
activity to bring to the attention of the Committee. 
 
RESOLVED:   That the report be noted. 
 
 

35   RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK AND POLICY UPDATE  
 

 The Borough Treasurer submitted a report, as circulated and contained on pages 
329 to 343 of the Book of Reports, which set out details of the operation of the Risk 
Management Framework over the last 12 months, and recommended changes to 
the current Risk Management Policy, which are to be considered at a later meeting 
of Cabinet. 
 
 
RESOLVED  (A) That the continuing effective operation of the Risk Management 

Framework be noted. 
 
                     (B) That the proposed amendments to the Risk Management Policy 

be endorsed. 
 
 

36   WORK PROGRAMME  
 

 Consideration was given to the Committee's Work Programme as set out at page 
343 of the Book of Reports.   
 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Work Programme be noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

………….……………………….. 
- CHAIRMAN    - 


